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when he sees, hears, touches, smells, eats, moves, sleeps, "breathes, talks, takes, opens or closes the eyelids; he holds that the senses only deal with the objects of the senses. He who, casting off all attachment, performs actions, dedicating them to Brahman, is not tainted by sin, as the lotus leaf is not soiled by water/
Tauler's utterances go often quite as far, though he tries in other places to qualify them and to render them innocuous. ' Having obtained union with God/ he says, ' a man is not only preserved from sin, and beyond the reach of temptations but all sins which he has committed without his will, cannot pollute him ; on the contrary, they help him to purify himself/ Now it is quite true that Tauler himself often inveighs against those who called themselves -the Brothers of the Free Spirit, and who maintained that no sin which they committed could touch them, yet it must be admitted that his own teaching gave a certain countenance to their extravagances.
You may remember that the Vedantists too allowed the possibility of men even in this life obtaining perfect freedom and union with Brahman ((/ivanmukti), just as some of the mystics allowed that there was a possibility of a really poor soul, that is a soul freed from all attachments, and without anything that he could call his own, obtaining union with God even while in this mortal body. Still this ecstatic state of union with God was looked upon as an exception, and lasted for short moments only, while real beatitude could only begin in the next life, and after a complete release from the body. Hence so long as the soul is imprisoned in the body, its sinlessness pould be considered as problematical only, and both